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IF ANY MAN LOVE THE WORLD, THE LOVE OF THE 
FATHER Is NOT IN HIM, * "4 


Awvaritia eft ſumma idolatria, que creaturas in locum Dei 
collocat. CERH. MEDITAT. 
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A SERMON, @c. 


For the love of money is the root of all evil. 
1 Tim. vi. 10. 


HERE is not an evil to which our fallen na- 
ture is liable, or in danger of, but we are 
ſtrongly guarded againſt in the Book of God: 
and thoſe things which we are in the greateſt dan- 
ger of, we are moſt frequently, and in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, cautioned againſt. For inſtance, what is 
human nature more prone to than idolatry ? and 
how clofely does God preſs the danger upon our 
minds ? yea, has made an expreſs command againſt 
it, and has given us ſome very awful inſtances of 
his juſt diſpleaſure infli-ted upon 1dolaters ; which 
ou may ſee at large in the Hiſtory of the Old 
Jeſtament. 

As the Almighty has ſhewn his juſt diſpleaſure 

againit Idolatry, ſo has he given his teſtimony a- 

gainſt Pride, for he knoweth the proud afar off, 
— on that account expelled the aſpiring Angels 
out of Heaven, and caſt them into the deep, the 
place aſſigned for all the Children of F ride. 

The ſame Juſt and Holy Being has given us to 
underſtand his juſt abhorrence of Unbelicf; and 
we have many inſtances of the perdition of unbe- 
lievers in this world, and their awful doom is ex- 
preſsly declared in the world to come, for the final 
unbeliever ſhall be damned; yea, the unbeltever 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him. Nay, as he makes Cod a liar, ſo he is con- 
demned already. 

Now as Idolatry, Pride, Unbelief, are all dar- 


2 ing 
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ing and capital fins, and againſt which a holy, 
jealous God has ſhewn his juſt indignation ; o 
Covetouſneſs, or, as it is expreſſed in the text, the 
love of money, is a compound of them all; yea, 
the father and begetter of them, for it is ſaid to be 
he rot, not of ſome, but of all evil, And what 
docs God ſay concerning the profeſſors of religion 
of old? . and tremble, Jer. viii. 10. Therefore 
will give their wives unto others, and their fields 
to thoſe who ſhall inherit them: Why will he do fo? 
becauſe every one of them, from the leaſt even unto 
the greateſt, is given to covetouſneſs, from the pro- 
pbet even to the pri2ft. For the Jin of covetauſneſs 
God finote Ephraim, and delivered the whole 
Jewiſh nation into the hands of their enemies. 
dt. aul calls it twice in one chapter, f/thy /ucre, 
2nd ſeems at a loſs to ſtamp it with ſome epithet 
ſufficiently vile and deteſtable. | 
Let me, therefore, try to drag out to light, this 
diſhonourer of God, this murderer of ſouls, this 
firſt-born ſon of perdition ; and I pray that every 
heart may be open to conviction, and make the 
impartial enquiry, Am I the man? and upon 
conviction, from this very moment put the evil 
far away. But as it is a fin which intrenches itſelf 
behind ſo many excules, great care muſt be taken, 
or you will certainly over-look it. The love of mo- 
ney is the rot of all evil: Not money itſelf, it 
is the uſeful inſtrument of commerce, and very 
helpful in ſociety; it is the v of it, the mind 
being ſet upon it: there the diſeaſe lies. 


Let me therefore impartially enquire, 
What the Love of Money is: 
nd then, the Charge which is brought againſt it. 


I. When the thoughts are frequent in wander- 


ing after the mammon of unrighteouſaels, it is 
plain, 


CE I 


plain, there is an inordinate deſire of the ſame. 
'The thoughts ſeem intended by that expreſſion 
frequently uſed by our Lord, the heart : Where 
your treaſure is, there is your heart alſo. If, there- 
fore, your treaſure is in heaven; if what you 
deem. your chief good be there, the object of 
your wiſhes, then will your heart, that is, your 
thoughts, as naturally bend thither as the ſtream 
runs down. the hill; and if any thing interrupts 
the current thereof, it will not run till it returns to 
its channel again. The Apoſtle exprefles the ſame 
thing by the term. afection: Set your affection on 
things above, not on the things of the earth; and, 
certainly, whatever our affections. may be placed: 
upon, 1s the object of our love ; and if the gain- 
ing money be that object, than have we the love 
of money in us, which is the root of all evil. 

2. Another proof of the love of money 1s, when: 
the deſire is ſtrong after it. As long as we are in: 
the world, we muſt have ſomething to do in it, 
and in a moderate degree there. muſt be ſome 
thinking about it; there are few things can be 
tranſacted without thoughts; fo, in like manner, 
there will be a moderate deſire, which is lawful. 
Hence a man ſows and tills his land, it is lawful 
for him to deſire a crop; a man is in trade, it is 
lawful for him to deſire a moderate degree of gain, 
which may be an adequate compenſation for his 
time and trouble; but the defire I am militating 
againſt is, that mentioned in the context, they that 
will be rich; who are bent upon it, who are de- 
termined, come- what will, that this ſhall be the- 
mark they aim at; they will fall into divers temp- 
tations, and into the ſnare of the devil. This 
deſire eats up the vitals of religion, and will not 
ſuffer the ſoul to thrive. We may call it, the con- 
ſumption of the ſoul, and unleſs it is cured, death, , 
eternal death, muſt incvitably enſue, Now, what-- 
| A. ever: 
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ever the thoughts are deſirous after, that is the 


ſubject we love to talk about; we naturally ſlide 
into it ; the centre where we reſt. Hence we find 
great numbers, who even pretend to fomething of 
religion, in whom it is eaſy to perceive very little 
taſte for ſpiritual converſation; they will give a dry 
aſſent and conſent to what 1s ſaid, but the tone of 
the voice, the accent, the attitude, plainly teſtify 
it is not their beloved ſubject. hut change the 
ſubject ; let it turn upon trade, land, cattle, price 
of ſtocks, or the like, and you thall find the man is 
quite awake, and as briſk and lively as a bee. It is 
the very fame in what he hears as what he ſpeaks; 
let him hear ever ſo excellent a ſermon) let the ſubject 
be ever ſo important, yet it has no charms for him, 
it does not make his heart glad; he can yawn and 


gape under it with the greateſt indifference; and 


Why) Why! becauſe it is not the ſubje-t of his 
thoughts or deſires, it is not the thing which he 
wants ; he loves the world, and that is the theme 
which will charm his ears, and touch his heart in 
the moſt ſenſible part. What ſatisfa tion can ſuch 
a man find in reading the bible, or any thing elle 
which treats of God, and Chriſt, and Eternal Life, 
when he feels ſo little defire about the matter! 
Ihe dear Redeemer, his ſufferings, blood, merit, 
ſpirit, ways, people, promiſes, threatenings, or 
commands, are all flat, inſipid, and wholly taſte- 
leſs. 

O, what a wretched animal is a man of this ſtamp! 
How — uſeleſs? Yea, hateful in his day and 
generation? But more eſpecially if he is a-profciior 
of religion: "Then he carries the foul contagion 
with him wherever he goes ; ſo that he does not 
go alone to hell, with a lie in his right hand, but 
draws others along with him. | 

3. it is plain, a man loves money when he feels 
an uncommon joy in gaining money. 9 per- 
1ap5, 
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haps, while the honey is falling, he is cheartul, 
and quite good humoured with every body about 
him, becauſe what he delights in now increates : 
herein he has his reward. te forms a thouſand 
pleating ſchemes, like the rich. fool, and propoſes 
ſome time to ſay, © Soul, thou halt much goods 
laid up for many years, eat, drink, and be merr v. 

We ought, undoubtedly, to be thankful to the 
Parent of Good, for all the bleſſings of this life, 
and if he docs bleſs us in our baſket and our ſtore, 
checiiully to acknowledge from whence our mer- 
cles how, and to think, God has put this into my 
hand, not to make an idol of ; not to be fuel to 
my luſts and paſſions, but that | may ule thereof 
moderately myſelf, and communicate to the ne- 
ceilities of others, and herein glorify God. 

4. It is a proof a man loves the world, when he 
| feels much ſorrow at loſing any part of it. his 
may ſometimes be the cale from a kind providence, 
who pereaits loſſes and croſſes for valuable ends, 
namely, to wean his affections from the world, 
to ſtir up his ſoul heaven-ward, and to let him 
ſee how exceeding empty every thing i in the world 
is; now, if inſtead of bowing down to the divine 
Sovereignty, if inſtead of knowing the rod, and 
him that hath appointed it, and faying, SH [/ 
receive good at the hands of the Lord, and fhall 
not recetve evil? ] fay, if inſtead of thus ſub- 
mitting himſelf to him who judges righteoutly, he“ 
grows peeviſh and fretful, and like that. haſty man, 
2 Kings, vi. 33. cries out, Ts evil comes from 
the Lord; what ſhould I wait for him. any longer © 
1his furcly marks him out a lover of money, and a 
miſerable man. Or as their ſtate is ſtill more em- 
phatically deſcribed, Iſa. viii. 21. They Mall fret 


themſelves, and curſe their God and their king, and 


els hot upward. And they ſbali lost into the earth; and 
er- behald, trouble and darkneſs, {imneſs of anzuyh. The 
555 very picture of a worldly, carnal- hearted man, who 
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is a little croſſed in his deſigns in worldly things. 
See, how his countenance 1s fallen, he knits his. 
braw and frowns, and is quite out of humour with 
every one, Poor earth- worm! how wretched is 
thy preſent ſituation ! but how diſmal the proſpect 
hereafter. 

5. But a greater proof ſtill of a worldly man 
is, when he is not willing to part with a ſmall 
ſhare of what God has ſo plentifully beſtowed upon 


him. Let a cafe be ever ſo urgent, whether to 


help on the cauſe of religion, or to help the poor, 
yet, he finds out excuſes, and all arguments are 
loſt upon him. Perhaps he ſeems. to have every 
branch of religion beſides, is zealous for his party, 
talks much of taith and love, and the comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and of aſſurances ; is a great exclaimer 
againſt pride and extravagances, and is ſure there 
never was a good world fince ſo much pride and 
fathions crept into it. Many of theſe miſerable 
ſelf-deceivers are to be met with up and down. 
O, that God may rent the veil from their hearts, 
if ſuch are hearing me this day! and may he let 


you fee your naked heart! And what will Jeſus. 
ſay to you at the laſt day, read and tremble, thou 


baſe drugde. Matt. xxv. 41—46. Depart from 
me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 


devil and his angels. 1 was hungry, and ye gave 


me no meat; thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; a 
flanger, but yet took me not in, &c.. Compare the 
above with Iſa. Iviti. 7—11. and let it come home 
to thy worldly conſcience. And, my dear hearers, 
let every one here preſent aſk himſelf, — Am I 
the man, the worldly man? O what need of light 


and impartiality herein, that no one here ſhould. 


overlook hinaſelf ? 


II. Let us now conſider the charges brought in 


againſt it, and here we have many in one, It 1s 
the 
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the root of all evils, the original words being in 
the plural.“ This is a charge which will take 
ſome time in fairly opening up, and therefore I in- 
treat you to hear me patiently, and apply cloſely. 
1. It is the root of idolatry, or rather it is 
Idolatry itſelf. The covetous man who is an Idilater, 
13 a perſon we are forbid to keep company with. 
How frequently do we find the Lord guarding the 
people againſt Idolatry? There are in fact two 
commands out of the ten made againſt it, and we 
ſind many awful inſtances of God's diſpleaſure are 
againſt Idolaters. Now what is an Idol? An 
thing which is pat in the place of God; but the 
lover of money, the covetous man, puts money 
in the place of God, therefore he is an Idolater, 
and as ſuch cannot have eternal life ahiding in him. 


* 
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He is then a direct, daring, profeſſed enemy to the 
Croſs of Chriſt, and in that ſtate has the wrath of 
God abiding on him. He flies in the face of the 
commands of God, he reje-+s the council of God, 
and pours contempt upon the dying prayer of 
jeſus. Father, ſaid he, I will not that thou ſhouldeſt 
take them out of the world; but that thou ſpouldeſt 
lee them from the evil of the world; but this 
prayer, yea, the dying agonies of the Prince of 
Life, and all the riches of redeeming grace, are 
et at nought by that wretch who is a lover of the 
preſent world. Such an one may be ſaid to 
« give up his intereſt in both worlds; he is ſtarved 
in this, and damned in that which is to come.” 
2. A ſecond charge which I bring in againſt this 
child of perdition, and that is, it hardens the 
heart. Let the famiſhed ſtranger, fatherleſs, or 
widow come ſhivering with cold, fore pinched with 
hunger, overwhelmed with diſtreſs ; he can ſee the 
tears run down the emaciated cheeks of the widow; 
the nakedneſs of the poor orphans; can hear a 
| 3 hundred 
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hundred moving intreaties, For the fake of him 
who died for us, a little relief; pity this naked | 
orphan, look upon a poor widow or ſtranger in 


diſtreſs:” No; they might as well addreſs the 
ſtock of a tree; he feels nothing ; nay, perhaps like : 
a true Naba!, flies at them in a fury, x Sam. xxv. . 
He is quite inſenſible to all calamities, deaf to all 
cries, and perhaps cannot only fee miſery without : 
feeling, but can add inſult to woe, and upbraid the ! 
affli ed in their diſtreſs. Therefore tell him of the I * 
mourning widow, the fatherleſs, the ſtranger, the ; 


priſoner, it is all nothing, he Ne-ps in a whole kin; 
warms himſelf with the ſparks of his own kindling 
but this ſhall he have at God's hand, he ſhall lie drwn t 
in ſorrow, How is the barbarous cruelty of the 


covetous deſcribed by Job, chap. xxiv. 7. Hear 4 
and tremble, thou earth-worm? They cauſe tbe 10 
naked to lodoe without claathine, that they have m a 


covering in the cold, They are wet with the ſhowers 
of the mountains, and embrace the rocks for want 2 
of a ſhelter. They pluck the 18 from the fri 
breaſt, and take a pledee from the poor. They caſe m 
him to g naked without cloathing, and they tate 
away the ſheaf from the hungry. Such is the 
horrid fruit of covetouſneſs. Pell him of the low Pa 
ſtate of religion; it means nothing, what he prizes © 
above heaven is ſecure, and all is well. O, what N 
a wretched member of human ſociety 1s ſuch an 


one? and, like a ſwine, does no good while living; gd 
and it is well if he does any when he dies. 's 

3. It blinds the underſtanding, and will not 4 
ſuffer its ſlave to have his eyes open. By its de- - 
ceitful glaſs, he calls evil good, and good evil; 2 
puts bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter; and Pl 
hence he becomes wiſe in his own eyes, and pru- wal 
dent in his own fight: Ifa. v. 20, 21. He ſees no wy 
lovelineſs in ſeſus, no beautics in holinel$ it 


no charms in the promiſes ; all theſe are to hin 
Vainlly 


man a hunting, like another V, for that which 
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vanity and vexation of ſpirit; a mere taſte- 
leſs thing. The world, and the things of the 
world, are his darling topicks, to which he ſpreads 
a broad fail to catch every breeze. I he ſound 
of a good bargain to his dull ear, is a more pleaſ- 
ing echo than the ſound of ſalvation, and the 
chink of money, than the words of Jeſus. Nor 
does he ſee the ſnares of ſatan. Lhe righteous fore- 
ſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf from it; but 
the wicked, the fools, paſs on and are puniſhed. 
Therefore the wiſe ſhall inherit glory, but ſhame jhall 
be the promotion of fools. 

4 It creates much confuſion in the world, and 
therefore cannot come from God, or lead to him. 
Hence ariſe all the law-ſuits, diſcords, tightings, and 
diſorders in the world. I his, with a witneſs, 
divides a houſe againſt itſelf ; the father againſt the 
ſon, and the ſon againſt the father. U his ſepa- 
rates the deareſt friends, and ſets every man's ſword 
againſt his fellow, and breaks the cloſeſt ties of 
friendſhip. It fills the mind with many evil ſur- 
miſes, unjuſt jealouſies, envy, diſcontents ; and ſets a 


15 not his own. Let a man read the hiſtories of ages 
paſt, and look at what is daily preſented before his 
eyes, and he will fee the truth of all I am ſpeaking. 

5. It is the cauſe of all the knavery in the — 
No man chuſes to be- a knave barely for the ſake 
of being ſuch, for any real pleaſure in it, or any 
honour which he apprehends in the matter; but 
there is worldly pelf at the bottom: Hence come 
all the juggling, gaming- ſchemes, lotteries, ſlight- 
of-hand, ſwearing and forſwearing, which are daily 
prastiſed in the world. And indeed men are ge- 
nerally apprized of the evil lurking in every man's 
breaſt, See a man in a fair, how wary he is! 
how he eyes the animal he has a mind of, through- 


out the piece. He aſks the faults; perhaps is told 
with 
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with horrid oaths there are none; yet he cannot 
believe, being, as it were, intuitively perſuaded 
that he that ſwears will not ſtick at lying. And 
why dares he not ſend a child to the market? Be- 
cauſe he knows that covetoufneſs is in the market, 
and that knavery will be exerciſed, and he will be 
cheated: | 

6. It occaſions apoſtacy. Hence ſays the apoſtle 
in the context, They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh 
and hurtful luſts, which drown men in deſiruc- 
tion and perdition. FoR THE LOVE OF Mo— 
NEVIS THE ROOT OF ALL EVILsS; which while 
ſome have coveted after, they erred from faith, 
and have pierced themſelves through with many 
© ſorrows.” Again, 2 Tim, iv. 10. Demas has for- 
ſaten me, HAVING LOVED THIS PRESENT WORLD, 
See another diſmal effect of covetouſneſs in Joſh. 
chap. vii. Perhaps this baſe-born temper has oc- 
caſioned more apoſtates than all others put toge- 
ther! O, the bewitching charms attending this 
ſin above all others! I will clofe this remark with 
that ſtrong deſcription of our Lord's, He alſo that 
received ſeed among thorns, is he that heareth the 
word; and the cares of this world, and the deceit- 

tneſs of riches choke the word, and he becometh 
unfruitful. Matt. x11. 22. 

7. It has been very often the cauſe of deliberate 
murder; for as the covetous man is the tool of the 
devil, as much as a drunkard; ſo he generally 
drives him on, that many a man has been mur- 
dered in cool blood prey for the ſake of what he 
might poſſeſs : the murderer had no particular 
antipathy againſt him; but finding it not poſſible 
to come at his ends any other way, without his 
being detected, he has therefore made ſure work 
of the matter this way. Hence the numerous mur- 


ders which have been committed in n 
ave 
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have generally ſprung from this baſe- born temper 
In like manner the many murders committed upon 
the high- road have been from the ſame curſed prin- 
ciple; and in ſeveral oountries, eſpecially in France, 
| am told; it is the dire cuſtom always to murder 
before they rob; ſo that we ſee the love of money 
baniſhes every humane temper, and ſets at defiance 
the laws of both Gad and man. ft 
Laſtly, If it is the root of ſo many. evils, wes 
may fairly infer it is the cauſe of eternal damna- 
tion. Such we are told in the context, fall into 
a temptation and a ſnare, and into niany foaliſb and 
hurtful luſis, which drown men. in deſtruttion and 
perdition, They err likewiſe from the faith, not 
barely from the theory, but from the life and prac« 
tice of faith. I think there is but one inſtance in 
the Book of God of any being ſent empty away 
who came to our Saviour, which was the rich 
young man, Mark. x. 22. He went away grieved 
at what' our Lord had ſaid to him, and whiy was: 
he grieved? Why! becauſe he had great paſſeſſiunt. 
Well, and what would a covetous man now ſay, if 
the ſame thing was propoſed to him, viz. Sell all 
that thau haſt, and give to the poor, and take up 
thy croſs aud follow: me; He would in like manner 
7 away grieved; yea, and perhaps angry too. 
et any man who is ſenſible of the value of his 
ſoul, but duly conſider what our Lord ſays, It i: 
eaſter for; a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for 1a, rich: man to enter into the kingdom of 
Cad. I fay, let him conſider that awful ſaying,; 

and one would think it would cure him of the: 
deſire of being rich. Againſt this fearful evil, St. 
John is very particular, that none might think 
themſelves out of danger, he addreſſes himſelf to 
the three different claſſes: of believers, and, leſt he 
ſhould not be pointed enough, he repeats the 
matter over again, I have written' unto you, little 
children, young men and father:, and what is it he 
B would 
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would enforce by this ſolemn preface? Log. 
nat the world, nor the things of the world; if any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
m him. 1 John, ii. 15. Can any thing then be 
more perempt ? Is not ſuch an one an heir of per- 
dition ? and if he dies in that fituation, he cannot 
enter into Everlaſting Happineſs ? Hear what the 
wiſe ſon of Syrach 1ays, & There is not a more 
wicked thing than a covetous man; and nothing 
more deteſtable than he who loves money : Such 
a man fetteth his own ſoul to fale; becauſe while he 
liveth, he caſteth away his bowels of compaſſion.” 

Now, my dear friends, are theſe indictments 
juſt? Are they the thing? Do you ſee their force? 
then you ſhall be jury upon the priſoner. Are 
you reſolved that he ſhall die, ſhall be nailed to the 
. croſs? Are you determined to give him ſhelter no 
longer? Then let the king's officers take him 
forth, and let him not live an hour longer. Come, 
then, Holy Zeal, accompanied with thy Heaven- 
born companion Love, and take the Sword of the 
Spirit, and deſtroy this enemy to God and man 
immediately. Let him no longer deceive the re- 
ligious nations: Let him no longer be ſheltered 
under any excuſe, however fair it may be. But to 
be deeply ſerious, and to ſpeak plain, what need 
is there to be jealous over ourſelves with godly 
jealouſy ? leſt this baſe temper, or indeed any other, 
(ſhould ſteal our hearts away from him who died 
for us. Do your thoughts run much upon the 
periſhable things of time and ſenſe ? Let conſcience 
now act an honeſt part. Are your defires very 
briſk and eager for the ſame thing! Does a little gain 
give you much pleaſure, and a little loſs much 
pain? Above all, do you feel much reluctance in 
parting with a little of what God has given you! 


Conſider how much you fall ſhort of the ſcribes 
ad phariſces ; many of theſe gave a al yt of 
tiNcy 
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1 
their ſubſtance either to pious or charitable uſes; 
but how many called believers, neither give a fifth 
nor a fiftieth part of their ſubſtance in works of 
piety and mercy ? Nay, do not they look upon 
every thing expended that way as entirely loſt ? 

What need of being open to conviction in t'is 
affair? Let not the evil he lurking unſeen, unfelt 
by us. As I ſaid before, it is a fin which is 
ſheltered under ſo many fair excuſes, and =»! hte 
pretenſes, that we need the greateſt 1mp7 1: ly 1 


it ſhould be over-looked. Perh: is hay, © I 
do not want to cheat or defraud 2y 0, i love 
upright and honeſt dealings.“ ere, it is not 


cheating or defrauding which the text :s ſpeaking 
againſt, it is the love of money: you may gain it 
honeſty, and yet love it; you may be a fair trader, 
and yet a mere earth-worm, a covetous man, 


who is a real idolater before God. Be watchful 


that this baſe temper does not ſteal in upon you. 


Read frequently, and meditate upon ſuch paſſages 
as ſpeak expreſsly againit x. Take heed to your- 


ſelves, liſt at any time your hearts be over-charged 
with ſurſeiting and 1 AND THE CARES 
QF THIS LIFE, and fo that day come upon you un- 
awares, Luke xxi. 34. 

Frequently. conſider, the many awful examples 
mentioned in the ſcriptures ; as our firſt parents co- 
veting the forbidden fruit; the eaſe of Achan, Ju- 
das, Demas, with: many other inſtances. 

Laſtly; the moſt effectual antidote againſt the 
love of money, is the love of God. Purſue it 
with thy whole heart. Remember, he that ſeeketh 
filver, ſhall never be ſatisfied with filver ; but he 
who has the Lord for his portion, has choſen that 
good part which not only ſatisfies him, but ſhall 
never be taken away from him. 
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Fox THUS SAITH THE LoD God, BEROT D, I, EVEN I 
WILL BOTH SEARCH MY SHEEP AND SEEK THE 


'@UP;: + -- Ezek. xxxiv. 11. 
I aM THE GOOD -SHEPHERD: THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
GIV-E'TH HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP, John x. 11. 

Mors Chriſti vita f iorum. GERH. MEDITAT, 
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A SERMON, Oe. 


J am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. John x. 10. 


2 many endearing names given to our 
Saviour, in holy writ; are very expreſſive of 
his bounty, care and tenderneſs, to ſuch as receive 
him. Hence he is called Light; I am the ligbt e 

the world. Likewiſe he is called Bread; I am the 
bread of life, the bread which came down from hea- 
den. Alſo he is called a Sun; For the Lord is a fun. 
To you that fear my name fhall the Sun of Righte- 
2 ariſe. with healing in his wings. So here 
in this chapter we find him called by the ſimple 
appellation of a Shepherd, as in ſeveral parts of the 
Old Teſtament ; fee Pſal. xxiii. and Ezek. xxxiv. 
A ſhepherd, in the days of old, ſeems. to have been 
a- very honourable vocation, and they were wont 
to have very great care and tenderneſs: of their 
flocks. Under the ſame fimple, 282 
image, is ſet forth the care, pity, tenderneſs, watch- 
fulneſs, and benignity of him who came to ſeek 
and to ſave that which was loſt. How tenderly is he 
drawn, under. this character, by the evangelical 
prophet? « The Lord is a ſhepherd, he gathereth 
the lambs with his arm, he beareth them on his 
boſom, and leadeth gently ſuch as are with young.“ 
Ifa. xl. 11. So in the context, I am the good ſhep- 


herd, the good ſhepherd giveth his life for the ſheep. 


The wolf cometh not hut to kill and deſtroy, J am 
come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. Charming language! 
Worthy of our cloſeſt attention, May the Lord. 
3... help, 
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help me to open, and apply, the text in a way 
and manner which may be uſeful to each of your 
fouls ! 1 ſhall endeavour, by Divine Aſſiſtance, 


I. To eonſider the Dignity of the Divine Mel- 
ſenger; I am come. 
II. The important Meſſage; That we might 
have life. | 

III. The plenitude ; That we might have it more 
abundantly, 


He did not fend an angel on this wonderful 
errand ; the buſineſs was far too weighty and im- 
portant; nor a legion of angels; that would have 
been an honour far, very far, from what we de- 
ſerved; yet could not all the angels in heaven have 
ſuſtained the awful vengeance due to human 
crimes. O, no: He looked, but there was none 15 
fave; he wondered, but there was none to uphold; 
all declared the arduous taſk, knowing the burden 
Was too heavy. As Milton ſings, 

« He afk'd, but all the heavenly choir ſtood mute; 

4 And filence was in heaven.“ 
Finding all refuge fail, his own arm brought ſal- 
vation. This ſhews, | 

1. Great Love. In his love, and in his pity 
he redeemed us, and the angel of his preſence ſaved 
ns. God fo loved the world, that he gave his anly 
begotten ſon, that whoſotuer believeth in him, might 
not periſh, but have eternal life, So that in this 
was manifeſted the love 7 God to us, that while we 
were finners, Chrift died for us. His love was in- 
| tirely free : There was nothing in us to attract the 
divine favour. No form or comelineſs; no beauty 
in us that he ſhould deſire us. As it is ſaid, of 
his own free will he begat us; ſo, of his own free 
will he loved us. O, Love without end, and 
without meaſure Grace! Lord, what is man, that 


thou art mindful of him, or the Son of Man, ut 
nou 
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thou ſhould vit him? He, who created millions- 
of creatures (perhaps millions of worlds) of the 
nobleſt frame and texture, angels who excell in 
ſtrength and dignity; adoring Seraphim, and: 
knowing Cherubim, orders and ranks of which we 


have no conception, and whoſe very preſence has. 


too dazzling luſtre for us even to behold; yet 
f(hould fix his peculiar. love upon a poor ſinful ob- 
12ct, whoſe origin is duſt, yea, fo love it, as really 
0 unite himſelf with it; aſſume its poor, frail, 
indigent nature, and be made in all things like 
unto it, fin only excepted. He, who ſpake and it 
was done, who commanded and it ſtood faſt ; be- 
fore whole preſence the morning ſtars ſang toge- 
her, and the ſons of God ſhouted for joy; who 
meteth out the heavens with a ſpan, who com- 
prehends the duſt of the earth, who weigheth the 
mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance; 
who walketh upon the wings of the wind; be aſ- 
toniſhed, O my ſoul ; be aftoniſhed, O ye hea- 
vens; be aſtoniſhed, O my- dear fellow-ſinners; 
Ile takes his delight among the ſons of men. 

2. I am come that they might have life This 
ſhews us the moſt amazing humility. Should a 
prince go into the dungeon of ſome notorious 
rebel, and talk familiarly with him, advite with 
lim about his pardon, and offer to abide a priſoner 
tor him ; yea, and ſuffer ſhame and pain in his 
ſtead, would be ſuch an act of condeſcenſion as 
was never heard, or read of, amongſt poor mor- 
tals: But what parity is there betwixt the molt 
dignified perſons under the-ſun, and the infinitely 
great Jehovah ? But here we ſee the great humi- 
lity of Jeſus ; he diveſts himſelf of all his dazzling 
glory, and appears a worm amongſt worms; 4 
man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief. 

© Wrapt in ſwathes the immortal ſtranger ; 

* Man with men we have ſeen lying in a manger.” 

He humbled himſelf; he came down from hea- 
ven; 


—— — 
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ven; he came not to be miniſtered unto, but to 
miniſter, and give his life a ranſom for many, are 
the ſurpriſing declarations of the word of truth. 
Behold. him there, lifting up his two little hands in 
the manger ! Hark, his infant cries ! how piteous 
how helpleſs ! See, thoſe eyes of flame, wrapt up 
in an infant's ſlumber! lovely babe! wonderous 
child! Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, goodwill towards man ! See that poor duſty 
traveller, fat on a ſtone at Jacob's well! See his 
parched lips.; ſee the ſtreaks of fweat running 
down his face! O, my God, let me not ſeek my 
own eaſe, my own honour, while I fee thee ſub- 
mitting to the loweſt, meaneſt ſtation in life. See 
that diſtreſſed man of forrows, praying, agonizing, 
groaning, with ſtrong. cries and tears! O Lord, 
| hell hears, and trembles ; and heaven looks down 
aſtoniſhed : Only man, ſtupid man, takes no no- 
tice. See, that lovely countenance indignantly ſpit 
upon, rudely buffetted, ridiculed” and ſcorned with 
ugly faces, and unjuſtly ſentenced to die! See his 
death attended with every aggravating circumſtance 
of barharity and craelty ! Hark, the doleful accents, 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me 
% , Lamb of God, was ever pain, 
« Was ever love like thine!“ 

Bow down.my pride; lie in the duſt mine ho- 
nour, While I ſte my gracious God and King 
ſtooping down to the gloomy receſſes of the grave. 
O, well might he ſay, Learn of me, for I am meet 
and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reft fer your 
auls, 

/ 3. Jam come! This ſhews amazing pity. 
Well might the. prophet ſay, In his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them. Pity has miſery for its ob- 
jet, and is a moſt bleſſed temper of the ſoul, and 
argues a greatneſs of ſoul far ſurpaſſing all the 
famed atchievements of the moſt renowned heroes. 
The heart which bleeds over human calamities, 

| E 
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is that which ſhews a true ſublimity of ſoul, which 
all the pomp ard parade of man can never attain 


unto. How have inſtanoes of genetous compaſſion 
ſtruek and melted my hard heart, and made mine 


eyes like fonntains? But all we can find or read 
of amongſt pvor worms of the earth, are but. famt 
emanations of his -pity, whoſe heart is made of 


tenderneſs, and whoſe bowels meet with love. 


He ſaw us, poor wanderers, torn and loſt, and 
bleeding to death, and no eye pitied- us to do us 
good, but he being touched with the ſofteſt ſym- 
pathy, 'ran to- our relief. O, our caſe was truly 
deſperate-! No- ſeraph, no angel, durſt undertake 
the caſe of poor, fallen, ruined rebels! A victim was 
wanting; but the blood of bulls and goats, only 
availed to the purifying of the fleſh, in a ceremo- 
nial way; but it is the blood of Jeſus alone, which 
makes the true atonement of the foul. This he did 
not ſpare; this he freely parted with. This, this 
is the true fountain, the living fountain to waſh/a 
ſpotted ſoul from all its pollution, and to make it. 
white as ſnow. O, yes, 
6 It runs divinely clear, 
A fountain deep and wide; 
= Twas opened with a ſoldier's ſpear, 
© In my Redeemer's ſide.” 

O, my Jeſus, my loving, bleeding Jeſus, let a 
large degree of the fame love and tenderneſs be 
transfuſed into my heart, and into all who hear 
me at this hour. 

4. I his coming of the True Shepherd of Iſrael, 
implies great patience, The inſults offered to his 
Divine Majeſty, were of ſo provoking, fo irritating 
a nature, that he might have poured out the vials 
of his. righteous: indignation, and have ſunk the 


rehel- race into the bottomleſs-pit. What ſcenes 


of barbarity, injuſtice, loathſome impurities, lies 
and deceit; horrid blaſphemies, ſcorn and con- 
'empt are daily -perpetrated, and have been from 


the 
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the beginning, before the eyes of his purity ! What 
is all hiſtory, but one continued ſcene of murder, 
plunder, cruelty, deceit, pride, guile, with every 
abomination which can even either be thought of, 
or named. Many of which, chaſte ears could nat 
endure to hear, nor tender hearts ſtand the. direful 
relation? I have often thought if the moſt pa- 
tient man, mere man, that ever lived, had the 
government of the world upon his hands, and ſaw 
all the abominations which. omniſcience beholds, he 
would in a moment looſe the. pillars thereof, and 
annihilate it at once But Jeſus came to fave. it 
from ruin; came to bring it back to God; to re- 
ſtore the divine habitation ; came to raiſe it from 
its ruins, and. to repair its breaches ; in a word, 
he came that we might have life, and that we might 
have it more abundantly. 

5. This ſhews his infinite goodneſs to poor loſt 
man. His goodneſs is often ſung in lively accents 
by the Royal Singer of Iſrael, as well many other 
inſpired ſaints; and a variety of inſtances are marked 
out as true images, which. are intended to raiſe 
grateful ſenſations in the minds. of. ſuch as are the 
objects of this goodneſs; and indeed creation and 
providence, abound with ſuch inſtances as all the 
wiſdom of angels can never fully inveſtigate, nor 
the tongues of men and angels can ſet forth. But c 
as the fun out-ſhines the midnight- ſtars, ſo does 0 
redemption. all the reſt. Redemption] it was cre- N 
ation more ſublime! O, it was the labour, the 5 
bleeding, dying labour of the ſkies, yea, of the 3 
God of heaven and earth. Goodneſs does not 
ſeem to be ſo much the deſignation of any one at- 
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tribute, as a happy aſſemblage of them all put toge- 3 
ther: a bright conſtellation of all. the gracious pro- 5 
perties of the Deity, ſhining forth in a variety of ay 
rays, or falling down.in ſhowers of rich bleſſings on FR 
every ſide ; but all in one great cluſter meet in that FB: 


adorable perſon, whom we ſtile the Saviour of the 
World. 
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World. Indeed he is the very baſis upon which 


the whole fabrick of. goodneſs reſts, and in him 
all fullneſs dwells, a fullneſs for every ruined ſinner, 


IT. Having conſidered the glorious meſſenger a 
little. I am now to conſider the meſſage itſelf, 
which is Life, I am come that they might have 
life. This, by the way, ſhews that we were dead; 
or if it were not ſo, he could not be ſaid to come 
that we might have life, He might have ſaid, 
« I am come that ye might have health, or the 


bleſſings of life.” But he does not fay fo; but, 


I am come that ye might have life, 


1. He is come to reconcile the offended Deity, 
and the whole race of ſinners. Hence it is ſaid, 
God was in Chrift reconciling the world to himſelf, 
not imputing their treſpaſſes to them; and to every 
one who believes, to him is committed the word of 
reconciliation. There was an awful partition drawn 
between ſinful man and his Divine Maker. The 
infinite purity of his Divine Majeſty could not, in 


any wile, be united to the ſinner, without the in- 


terpoſition of a Mediator, and his juſtice, that hol 

attribute, which ſtands engaged for the honour of 
all the reſt, lifted up the glittering ſword, and 
threatened eternal rum to the offender. But now 
(30d in our nature, the good Shepherd, ſteppeth 
forth, and freely lays down his life for his ſheep. 
He breaks down the middle wall of partition, and 
ſv makes peace by the blood of the croſs. Now, 
poor ſinner, thou mayeſt enter into the hotteſt with 
boldneſs, by the blood of Feſus, by the new and liv- 
ing way which he hath conſecrated for thee through 
the vail, that 1s to ſay, 8 ed. K. IQ, 20. 
Glorious Peace-maker ! ell mayeſt thou be 
called the Prince of Peace, who came that we 
might have life and peace. Well might angels 
ing, Glory to God in the highe/t, and on earth 
trace, goodwill to men. While the Lamb that was 


ſlain 
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ſlain is in the midſt of the throne, we may come 
boldly thereunto, and obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in every time of need. O, come, my dear 
fellow- ſinners, come ſpeedily, afk fervently, O, 
believe, and peace flows- into your ſoul. 

2. In order that we might have life, he came to 
repeal the law of condemnation, that the law of 
the ſpirit of life might make us free from the law 
of fin and death. Ihe giving of the law was not 
intended to convey life unto us: O, no; it was 
the miniſtration of condemnation, and by it no 
ſinner could ever be juſtified. It was given to ſhew 
us a little of that awful majeſty againſt which we 
had ſinned. Ic was given to ſhew what we ought 
to be. It was given that the offence might abound, 
and thereby our doom revealed, fo that from that 
quarter there is no remiſſion of ſins, no peace, no life, 
no way for a loſt ſinner ever to be admitted into the 
divine favour: No; nothing but a fearful looking 
for of judgment, and fiery. indignation from the 
Lord, There is no repentance, no forgiveneſs, 
though it ſhould be ſought ever ſo carefully with 
tears. But now Chriſt is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to every one who believes. Chrift 
hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, he him- 
ſelf being made a curſe for. us, yea, the very curſe 
which hung upon the tree. 

« The deadly writing now I ſee 

& NwPd with thy body on the tree; 

« Torn with the nails which pierc'd thy hands, 
& Th' cid covenant no longer ſtands.” 

3. He came to enlighten the dark underſtanding. 
For this end he is called in the ſcripture, e Sun = 
Righteouſneſs ; the Bright and Morning Star; the 
Day -ſpring from on High; the Light of the World; 
the True Light, which lighteneth every man which 
cometh into the vori. Poor man is groping in 
the dark for happineſs ; but alas ! his back is turned 
upon the deſired bleſſing, and he neither ſees y 

re 


tidings ! 
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real diſeaſe, nor does he ſee his true remedy. He 
ſees no beauty in the precious promiſes of the goſ- 
pel, nor does he ſee any thing awful in the threat- 
enings, he knows not whither he goes, _ becauſe 
darkneſs hath blinded his eyes. But hark, O, 
hark! what the Redeemer ſays, The ſpirit of the 
Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to 
preach the goſpel to the poor, he hath ſent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance te the captives, 
and recovering of fight to the blind, and to ſet at 
liberty ſuch as are bruiſed, To preach the accept- 
able year 7 the Lord. Luke iv. 18, 19. Glad 

elcome ſound ! O, thou poor beggar 
ſitting by the way fide, who art preſſed and re- 
buked by the multitude of thy ſins, doubts and 


fears, cry out, Jeſus, thou Son of David, have - 


mercy on me; Lord, let mine eyes be opened, 
that I may ſee the world's emptineſs, and my 
dear Saviour's fullneſs, yea, that I may ſee him 
the faireſt amongſt ten thouſand, in whom the 
fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt bodily. Now fin 
appears exceeding finful, and holineſs exceeding 
amiable. Now the ways of true wiſdom are ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. Now 
the ſoul ſees the noiſome pit, the miry clay, from 
whence his feet are pluckt, and that bleſſed Rock 
upon which they are placed. 

4. He comes to enliven the ſoul. Hence he is 
ſtiled The Reſurrection and the Life. The Prince 
of Life, The Life of Men. The Duickening 
Spirit. The Living Vine. All which names are 
very ſignificant ; very expreſſive and full of mean- 
ing, conſidering the dear Redeemer in his media- 
torial capacity. Life is ſo eſſentially neceſſary to 
true religion, that the latter cannot be without the 
former. The trueſt ſyſtem, the exacteſt regularity 
of conduct, and every other thing, however cre- 
ditable in the eyes of men, are but dead forms, 
only like painted fruit upon a dead tree. Like 4 
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lamp without oil, ſo are all externals without life. 
As a body without a ſoul, ſuch is religion without 
divine life. It is the main ſpring in the heavenly 
machine, and that which puts every wheel in pro- 
per motion. What a dark, cold, dead world 
muſt this be without the warming, chearing beams 
of the ſun? As the ſun is the light, ſo is he the life 
of the world. Now as a world without a ſun 
would be nothing but a dead lump, a heavy mals 
of confuſed and uſeleſs matter; ſo is that ſoul 
which has not this divine quickener within. He 
cannot grow, he cannot run, he cannot fight the 
ttles of the Lord; he cannot eat the fleſh of 
-briſt, and drink his blood; he cannot rejoice, 
nor be truly happy. O, thou Second Adam ! thou 
quickener divine, dart one glance, one enlivening 
Tay now into every heart before thee, ſo that it may 
be ſaid to each, When Chriſt who is your life ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory. 
5. He came to purity the ſoul. It was not only 
dark and dead, but alas, the abomination of deſo- 
lation ſtood in that which ſhould be the holy place. 
That which ſhould be the holy abode, is become 
the habitation of devils, and the cage of unclean 
birds. The lovely throne of the Redeemer is 
overthrown, and all over polluted, nor can he take 
any ſatisfaction or delight there. Inſtead of love, 
peace, gentleneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs 
and long- ſuffering, ſincerity and truth, alas, alas, 
here is nothing to be ſeen but hatred, rage and 
anger, pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, malignity and de- 
ceit, luſt and every curſed temper. And how can 
this infernal rubbiſh be caſt out? The ſtains are ſo 
deep, and the defiling fo loathſome, that verily tho 
thou ſhouldeſt waſh thyſelf with nitre and take 
thee much ſoap, yet thine iniquity would cleave 
to thee. Now, without holineſs no man can ſee the 
Lord; and whatſoever defiles, can in no wile enter 


into heaven. What then ſhall be done in hs 
| caſe | 
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eaſe ? Verily Jeſus re If I waſh thee not, thou 


ere we fee a fountain open 


haſt no part in me. 
for fin and uncleanneſs. Glory be to his dear 
name, he loved the church, and gave himſelf for 


her, that he might waſh her with water by the 


Word, and preſent her to himſelf a glorious chureh, 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing. 


& What tho" all TI am 1s ſin, 
“ Sin cannot break my pence, 
% Here is blood to waſh me clean, 
From all unrighteouinets : 
« This ſhall waſh me white as ſnow, - 
« On this for all things I confide, 
% Only Jeſus will I know, 
„And Jeſus crucified,” 


The Bride of che Lamb mit he (the thy king's 
daughter, | ' „ that when all 
collected tur nay ting, Zo him who 
loved us, ard, A+ vs- 4..* our ins in his con 


blood, ani h»th nade us hints and priefls unts God 
and his Father, to him be giory for ever. 

6. Je came that he might comfort the poor 
foul. Sin having brougit- death into the word, 


and all our woe, hath in like manner planted tears 


upon all cheeks, and fixed forrows in all hearts. 
How thin is the partition, and how ſhort is the 


ſpace betwixt the moſt tranſporting temporary en- 


joyments and the moſt exquiſite ſorrow in its laſt 
and final ruin? The poor hungry ſoul, ever crav- 
ing after that which it has not, is continuall 

going to the broken ciſterns of worldly enjoy- 
ments; and though it has met with nothing but 
one continued diſappointment, yet it renews the 
vain, the fruitleſs attempt, but all to no purpoſe; 
the bleeding anguiſh is ſtill unaſſuaged, its wounds 
are ſtill gaping, unmolified, unbound up, and a 
reſtleſs: diſcontent ſtill takes place. But here is the 
true Balm of Gilead, here is the true Phyſician, 
who heals the broken in heart, and bindeth up all 
their wounds, The leaves of this Tree of Life 


are 
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are for the healing of the nations. He can fay, 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be com- 
forted. Here, thou reſtleſs wanderer, here is th 
ſure defence. Here is the balm of thy poor reſtleſ! 
ſpirit. Reſt thou in the Lord, wait patiently for 
him; ſo ſhalt thou find real conſolation. 

7. As he came that we might be thus holy and 
happy, ſo he came that he might dwell in us. 
"This is confirmed from what is ſaid in the pro- 
phets, I will dwell in you; I will walk in yon, 
lays Jehovah. Again, F any man will do the will 
of my Father, him will my Father honour, and my 
Father and I will come to him, and make our 
abode with him. The Apoſtle makes the higheſt 
degree of happinefs to conſiſt in having Chriſt in 
ws the hope of glory. It is true, one might here 

take up the inquiry with the Royal Adorer; But 
will God indeed dwell with man ? yes he will; for 
behold, the tabernacle of God is with man, and he 
will dwell with him, and God himſelf will be with 
him and be his God. Glorious condeſcenfion ! moſt 
ſtupendous benignity ! That he who fills immen- 
ſity will vouchſafe to make his humble reſidence 
in poor duſt and aſhes! Happy you cannot be 
it this divine gueſt is not in you, and miſerable you 
cannot be while he ſways his peaceful ſceptre in 
your heart. Behold then ye mourning tribes, the 

ord whom ye ſeek will ſuddenly come to his 
temple, that he may be your Almighty Support, 
and Inſeparable Companion. | 

8, He is come that he might protect and de 
fend his divine purchaſe, and ſee of the travail of 
his ſoul, and be ſatisfied. He knows there are 
many wolves of prey, many thieves and robbers, 
who are daily laying in wait to devour, and will 
leave no method untried to allure or force from 
the path of life: and as it is a material part of a 
ſhepherd's employment to defend and watch over 
his flock, ſo we find Jeſus fulfilling his __ ＋ 

and 
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ſtands up for their defence and protection, and has 
promiſed that ſuch ſhall never periſh, nor ſhall any 
pluck them out of his hands. His church is the 
lilly which is among the thorns ; like the flaming 
buth in the wilderneſs; but while Jehovah is in 
the midſt it cannot be conſumed. As the ſalmiſt 
ſays, The Lord is my ſhepherd, I fhall not want, he 
maketh me to lie down in green paſtures beſides the ſtill 
waters; yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the ſhadow of death, yet will I fear no evil; for 


thou art with me, thy rad and thy fa they comfort 
cord, are like 


me. - 1 hus, they who truſt in the 
Mount Sion, which cannot be moved. 


III. The plenitude is what we are now to con- 
ſider. - That we might have life more abundantly. 


Here ſeems a tacit reference to the ſtate of man - 


before his fall; he had wiſdom, life and happineſs, 
but that was loſt, being forfeited through diſobe- 
dience ; but from that ſource nothing can be ex- 


pected, and all ſprings of hope being cut off, Chriſt, - 


the Second Adam, the Lord from heaven, came 
that we might have life, and that we have it more 
abundantly than if man had not ſinned : that is, 
that we might abound in every divine bleſſing, ſo 
that the breach is amply repaired. 

I. That we might abound in divine wiſdom, 
not the wiſdom which puffeth up, but that which 


truly humbles; ſeeing the man knows more of 


himſelf, his own ignorance, weakneſs and depra- 


vity, and learns to have leſs tonfidence in himſelf, - 


Solomon ſays, He that truſlketh his own heart is a 
fee; but he who has this divine wiſdom truſts in 


the Lord, and happy is he. He glories, only, in 


the Croſs of the Lord Jeſus; and is determined to 


know nothing fave Chrift, and him crucified. He 


knows more of the emptineſs of the preſent world, 
and is ſenſible that all in it is vanity and vexation 


of ſpirit, and was never deſigned to be the portion - 
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of an immortal ſpirit, a ſoul redeemed by the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt. He labours and toils in it, 
and ſuch he muſt while in the land of his capti- 
vity; but it is his croſs; it is not his felicity, not 
his joy, not the one thing needful, ſo that he is 
enabled to fay, The world is crucified to me, and 
J unto the world. 


© The world can no refreſhment give, 
Shall I its deadly draughts receive, 
«« *Scap'd from the helliſh lake ; 

« Nay, but I turn to the pure flood, 
* Which iſſues from the throne of God, 
« Ard Living Waters take.“ | 
By the ſame light he ſees more into the devices ct 
Satan. It does not appear that our firſt parents 
were ſo ſenſible of this malignant foe, which was 
one cauſe of their being taken captive by him at 
his will; but now, through him who is the Light of 
Life, we can mark out the lurking places of the 
artful fiend, and, through mercy divine, can avoid 
them. Through the tame all-chearing ray, we? 
are enabled to fee more into the nature of our re- 
demption, the amazing wonders of grace, mani- 
feſted in our incarnate God and King. Here is 
every attribute ſprinkled with the Blood of the 
Croſs, and thincs with an inconceiveable luſtre ; 
ſends forth a fragrance, a heavenly fragrance, far 
More excellent than all the delicious ſpices of Ara- 
bia. Great, unſpeakably great, is the myſtery of 
1 our God being manifeſt in the fleſh: 
o great that angels deſire to look into it. Won- 
ders, ſtupendous worfders, of grace, environ the aſ- 
toniſhed ſoul, ruſe on her from the Bleeding Croſs, 
and encloſe her the priſoner of amaze; yea, they 
make her cry out, O, the depth of the riches, both 
of the wiſdom, and knowledge of God! how un- 
ſearchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt 
finding out! This clearly ſhews what is the be- 
liever's privilege and duty, viz. To rejoice ever- 
more, to pray without ceaſing, and in every thing 
to give thanks, | | 2, As 
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2. As through the coming of Jeſus we may 
abound in wiſdom, yea go on from light to light, 
till our path, like the ſhining light, ſhines more 
and more to the perfect day; ſo me may. likewiſe 
abound . in divine - power. Indeed this,. we. find, 
we ſtand in need of; our journey lies up- the: hill, 
and is often rough and thorny, as well. as beſet 
with enemies on every fide. But through the 
ſtrength of Iſrael we may ſtop the mouths of lions, 
in weakneſs be made ſtrong, wax valiant in fight, 


and turn to flight the armies of the aliens. Of 


ourſelves we are not ſufficient to think any thing 
which is good ; but through Chriſt ſtrengthening 
we can do all things. Let all the powers of dark- 
neſs combine againſt the ſoul, yet they cannot 
ſhake his confidence -who goes out in the ſtrength 
of the Lord God. Nay, it is the energy divine 
which works in him, both to will and to. do of 


his good pleaſure. Thus is he ſtrong in the Lord); 


and in the power of his might, while every fie 


dart is quenched in the Blood of. Jeſus, and the 


Soldier of Chriſt goes on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
from conquering and to conquer, till he is more 
than conqueror, through him who loveth us. 
Even the feeble may become like the houſe of Da- 
vid, and the houſe of David like the angel of the 
Lord. He who waits upon God is ſure to renew 
his ſtrength, he may run without wearying; he 
can walk without fainting. 

3. It is his will that we ſhould abound in di- 
vine love. Wiſdom and power, without love, 
compoſe the character of the devil! He knows 
enough, and has power enough; but then he can- 
not love, and there he remains in his own enmity 
againſt his Maker, and againſt his own peace; 
and for want of this wanders up and down ſeek- 
ing reſt, but cannot find it. But, now, Jeſus, 
the Father's brightneſs, is come that this Godlike 
property may abound in us more abundantly, 2 

the 
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the ſoul being baptized in this heavenly flame, may 
be transformed into that heavenly image, and wear 
the divine ſignature for ever. There the loving 
Jeſus fits upon his own loving throne, making all 
things new. There is no fear in love; O no, 
perfect love caſts-it out. The heart without love 
is juſt like the creation in a dark and tempeſtuous 
night; but when love fills the ſoul, it is juſt like 
the warm ſhining mid-day fun, after the refreſhing 
vernal ſhowers. O, what a heaven upon earth, 
when a foul delights in reproaches, contempt, 
wearineſs and pain, .and labours for him who died 
a world to redeem ! How does it love every hu- 
man creature; yea, its very enemies, and is wil- 
ling to waſh their feet, to do the meaneſt offices, 
ſo that they may be won over to the Lord who 
bought them ! Poor fallen nature will do no ſuch 
thing; it will not ſtoop ſo low as to put up with 
a flight injury, or a trifle of an affront: it will 
ſhew a proper ſpirit on ſuch occaſions. Such is the 
reaſoning of the world: But /zve hopeth, endureth 
all things; many waters cannot quench it, the floods 
cannot drown it. U his is to the foul, what ſap is 
to the trees, which circulates through the branches, 
and cauſes fruit and verdure to continue. Such is 
the caſe with the man whoſe heart abounds with 

love. He 1s lite a tree planted by the rivers 0 
water, which bringeth fruit in his ſeaſon. I ſal. i. 3. 
4. The Good Shepherd is come that our joy 
might abound. This is what the man of the 
world is a ſtranger unto. He knows of no kind 
of joy, but what is of an earthly kind. Getting 
of money, ſoaring in fame, ſtrutting about in 
finery, and ſenſual gratifications are the principal 
objects of his joy. But if he will look into the 
Bible, he finds the ſaints rejoicing in different ob- 
jects. Thou haſt put joy and gladneſs into my heart 
more than when corn, or wine, or oil encreaſcth, is 
the charming ſong of one, ſo that he could fay in 
another 


— 


=" ** - —— - — 

— 90 — = ap ny 
ET 

„3 — 2 = - = 


ad, S * : 
* 
2 F 


1 
2 
* 


q 


1 ** =Y 


3 > © 4 Q @@ ©A aw 


„, LC poo: 


al 
he 


So 
7 


rt 


— 
W- 


Th 


= 
&4 


1 


another place, Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous, 
for it well becometh the juſt to be thankful. Palm 
xxxiii. 1. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

foul ſhall be joyful in my God for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of ſalvation, and covered me 
with the robe of righteouſneſs : he hath decked me 
like a bridegroom, and as a bride adorneth herſelf 
with jewels. Iſa. Ixi. 10. I will ſee you again, 
faith our Lord, and ye ſhall have joy, and your joy 
no man taketh from you. For the kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, peace and 


Joy in the Holy Gho/t. Rom. xiv. 17. So that the 


creed of the adult believer may be ſummed thus 
up, We are the circumciſion, which worſhip God in 
ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, and have no con- 

dence in the fleſh. Phil. iti. 3. It is true, the 
generality of ſuch as have taſtes of the-divine good- 
neſs, live vaſtly ſhort of their privileges ; but that 
does not alter the truth of God. hat is their 
own fault: for if they would hearken to his com- 
mandment, their peace would fiow like a. river, 
and their righteouſneſs, yea, their joys, like the 
waves of the ſea, Hence our Saviour ſays, Hither- 
to ye have aſked nothing in my name aſk that your 
Joy may be full. This is the joy which will ſtand 
the agonies of a death-bed, the ſcrutiny of the 
judgment-ſeat, and the terrors of a flaming world. 
It is ſuch as tunes the harps, of the faints in glory, 


and will fill their mouths with praiſes to all eternity. 


5. He is come that we might abound in true 
purity ; that we might be like the 4ing's daughter 
all glorious within. To ſprinkle clean water upan 
us that we might be clean. To purity te himſelf 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.. He cries 
out in the prophet, Come, let us reaſon together; 
though your fins be like re, they ſhall be made 
white as ſnow : though they be red like crimſon, they 


ſhall be as wool. Yea, ſays he, I will turn my 


ad upon thee, and purely purge away thy dreſs, 


aud 
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and take away all thy tin. Iſa. i. 18. Every un- 
Holy temper is certainly a very unhappy temper, 
fo that if we deſire to be happy, we ſhould labour 
to be holy; and nothing can make us ſo but the 
purifying Blood of Jeſus. Adam had this divine 
image upon his ſoul when he came pure from the 
hands of his Maker; fo Jefus came to reſtore 
that loft image, to make a full end of fin, to bring 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs, ſo that we may be ſted- 
faſt, unmoveable, and always abounding in every 
good word and work. to the praiſe of his name. 
6. But after all, if in this life we have only 
hope in Chriſt, we ſhould be of all men the moſt 
miſerable.. But he has promiſed, that where he is, 
there his ſervants ſhall be alſo: that he is gone 
to prepare'a place for them, and will come again, 


and receive them to himſelf; and has thus prayed, 


Father, I will that thoſe whom thou haſt given me 
be with me where I am, that they may behold my 
glory. This divine prayer wi'] certainly be accom- 
pliſhed, for he cannot pray in vain ; 65 that they, 
who by grace are fitted and prepared, may enter 
into the joy of their Lord; to be releaſed from 
the croſſes and trials of life; the infirmities of a 
frail dying body ; the temptations of a ſubtle and 
ſpiteful enemy, and every circumſtance which can 
create any pain, anxiety or ſorrow. There the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the we-ry 
be at reſt, The inhabitant of that land fhall no 
more ſay, I am fick. There our eyes ſhall ſee tlie 
king in his beauty, and behold the land which is 
very far off. * 
6 Tis there we bathe our weary ſouls, 
& In ſeas of endleſs reft ; 
« And not a wave of trouble roll, . 

„ Acroſs our peaceful breaſt.” 
Nor ſhall the body be forgotten : no-; the Second 
Adam, the Quickening Spirit, the Lord from 
Heaven, ſhall quicken it alſo. He that is the Re- 

5 ſurrection 


OM 


10n 


(2 
ſurrection and the Life will raiſe it from the bond- 
age of 27.5% gr" into the Glorious Liberty of the 
Sons of God. It is true, it is ſown in corruption, 
but it ſhall be raiſed in incorruption ; it is fown in 
diſhonour, but it ſhall be raiſed in glory: it is 
ſown in weakneſs, but it ſhall be raiſed in power: 
it is ſown a natural body, but it ſhall be raiſed a 
ſpiritual body. In a word, he ſhall change our 
vile body, that it may be faſhioned. like unto his 
glorious body, / that when Chriſt, who is our life, 
ſhall appear, then ſhall we alſo appear with him in 
lory. 

5 Thus the Good Shepherd came that we, his 
poor loft wanderers, might have life, and that we 
might have it more abundantly, Stand aſtoniſhed, 
O my ſoul, at the amazing love, the unparelleled 
humanity, the unconquered patience, the bleeding 
pity, and unbounded goodneſs of this True Shep- 
herd, who came to ſeek and to fave that which 
was loſt. O, ye Angels ! ye Sons of the Morn- 
ing; ye Flaming, Pure Fires, what did ye think, 
when ye ſaw your Maker become incarnate, and 
lying helpleſs in a manger? What did ye think 
when ye ſaw him tempted in the wilderneſs ? 
when ye ſaw him a poor wanderer in this vale of 
tears? when ye ſaw him ſweating, agonizing blood, 
in groans and ſtrong cries? What did ye think, 
when ye ſaw his glorious face indignantly ſpit upon; 
rudely buffetted, and aſſaulted with vile ſcoffs and 
reproaches ? What did ye think when ye faw him 
ſtretched upon the fatal tree, expiring in pain, tor- 

ture and ignominy ; and, laſtly, lie cold and pale 

in the ſilent tomb! O, my dear hearers, well 

may your eyes weep! gracious ſigns of a heart 

which feels, of a ſoul ſenſible of ſuch amazing love. 

O, my ſoul, how canſt thou utter articulate ſounds 

whilſt thou art contemplating, and ſetting forth 

ſuch an amazing tragedy. Dear ſouls, one and 

all, embrace, O, now, embrace this meſſenger. 


Or 
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For every ruined rebel here he died: He came to 
ſeek and fave that which was loſt. O joytul tid- 
ings ! heart-reviving ſound ! Ariſe, then, my dear 


_ fellow-ſinner, waſh away thy fins, now believing 


in his name. See, thou impenitent wretch, how 
juſt thy condemnation will be, if thou rejecteſt 
this precious Saviour ! If thou preferreſt thy money, 
thy credit, thy friends, thy gratifications, to this 
alone Saviour ; ſurely thy hell muſt be a hot one : 
O, bend, bow down, yea, break, heart of ſtone, 
fo ſhalt thou be healed. 

Laſtly, let us honour the great Ambaſſador of 
our Peace and Salvation. O, let every pulſe beat to 
his praiſe. Being once brought into his fold, let 
us not wander from him any more; but let us 


abide in him, ſo ſhall he abide in us, and our fruit 


will appear to his praiſe. Let it excite us to fill 
up every ſtation in life as becomes the purchaſe of 
his blood; the travail of his righteous, ſuffering 
ſoul. Let his ſteps be attended unto, cloſely pur- 
ſued, ſo may we urge our way, till we caſt our 
crowns before him, loſt in wonder and amazement 
for ever more. Even fo, Lord Jeſus! Amen! 
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